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EDITORIAL 
The Great Issue 


Across the land, as church courts meet, as gradua- 
tion exercises take place, as politicians and statesmen 
speak, there are repeated statements with reference 
to the world’s condition which are startling in their 
uniformity. Wherever men have the freedom to 
think and express their views there is a universal 
recognition of the fact that civilization teeters on 
the brink of what may be disaster. 


In offering solutions there is however found a 
great divergence of opinion. It is here that the 
Church must stand in the breech, holding up for all 
to see, that God has a plan and a way. 


The great issue today is therefore not the opinion 
of man but the message which God has for man- 
kind. The great issue is—WHAT is the Christian 
message; WHAT is the content of Christianity 
itself ? | 


Intelligent Christians should know what God has 
given us and the world as a solution to our prob- 
lems. In fact, successful Christian effort is con- 
tingent on that effort being according to God’s will 
and directed by the Holy Spirit. Sincerity of pur- 
pose is not sufficient in itself but that sincerity must 
be coupled with and channeled into God’s way. 


Within the scope and framework of the Chris- 
tian faith there are areas where the opinions of men 
of equal piety, learning and devotion can and do 
differ. It is also necessary that Christians exercise 
both love and humility when assuming a positive 
position both as to the content of Christianity and 
the method of its propagation. With this back- 
ground of agreeing to differ on non-essentials and to 
love where graver differences occur, it must be 
recognized that there are certain facts which when 
ignored or denied eliminate from Christianity its 
supernatural redeeming and directing power, for 
the individual and also for the nation, 


It is right here that the great issue lies, for Chris- 
tianity is based on certain truths which set it en- 
tirely apart. These have to do with the deity of our 
Lord; His incarnation and virgin birth; His 
miracle-working power; His substitutionary death 
for sinners; His bodily resurrection; His ascension, 
and His certain return. All of these facts are cer- 
tified by the Bible and included in the standards of 
all evangelical churches. But, unfortunately, in our 
day they are subject to debate, objection or denial 
by many who teach, preach and hold places of 
leadership in the Protestant Church. 
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In the place of clear doctrines and standards, 
without which the Church becomes an intellectual 
debating ground with man the final source of au- 
thority, other emphases have come to the fore—race 
relations, ecumenicity, pacifism, sociological changes 
and political ideologies. All of these, as important as 
some of them may be, have to do with man’s re- 
lationships to man. But, man’s dealings with his 
fellow man will never be established on a righteous 
basis until his relationship with God is made right, 
and this comes only as we accept God’s revelation 
of Himself and of His Son as revealed in the 
Scriptures. 


Therefore, the great issue before the Church of 
Jesus Christ is whether we shall recognize as para- 
mount those doctrines which are clearly taught in 
the Scriptures, affirmed in the standards of the 
Church and proven effective where preached and 
lived, or whether the Church shall continue an in- 
clusive policy, designed to cater to belief and un- 
belief alike. 


There are those who honestly feel that the only 
essential doctrine is faith in Jesus Christ as divine 
Lord and Saviour. But, such a faith must of ne- 
cessity involve what we believe both about His 
person and also His work. To refuse to define this 
faith is to deny both the reliability and the au- 
thority of the Bible and to invite ecclesiastical 
anarchy, 

With increasingly heterogeneous views held by 
many in positions of church leadership, the power 
and the influence of the Church has waned in the 
world. Christians should be individuals with strong 
convictions and the character which comes from 
convictions based on the authority of God’s Word. 


One is forced to the inescapable conclusion that - 


the great issue today is whether we shall return to 
simple faith in those doctrines, without which Chris- 
tianity loses its meaning, and to emphasis on the 
new-birth, the channel through which alone one be- 
comes a Christian and lives as a Christian. 


One can avoid the issue, but, one cannot avoid 
the consequences. —L.N.B. 


Sowing In Tears 


(Psalm 126:5,6) 


He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing seed for 
sowing shall doubtless come again with rejoicing 
bringing his sheaves with him. 


Why does our seed-sowing bear no harvest? Is it 


not oftentimes because we mix no tears with the 
seed ? 


Tears of repentance, as we recognize our own 
sins and failures. We are unprofitable servants, even 
when we do our best, but who ever does his best? 
We often rather thoughtlessly say, I did my best, 
but did we do our best? We sow so carelessly; we 
work so little at our business; we waste so much 


time. We have the best of seed—the Word—but we 
use it so carelessly. 


Tears of sympathy. If the seed is to find its way 
into hard hearts they must be softened. The Holy 
Spirit is the great softener of hearts, but our tears 
of sympathy help. Have we ever wept over sinful 
men, or a sinful city, like Jesus wept over Jeru- 
salem ? 


Tears of toil. Sowing is hard work, if we sow 
successfully. To keep at it, here a little and there a 
little, line upon line, precept upon precept; to sow 
in season and out of season, to sow until we are so 
weary that we weep; to sow amid trials and 
troubles, even when our heart is breaking: do we do 
this kind of sowing? Paul sowed with tears, as he 
went from house to house, pleading with men. 


If we sow in tears, we will reap in joy. Preachers, 
teachers, parents, neighbors, remember these words! 


—J.K.P. 


A Significant Action 


The recent action of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, declining to merge with our 
Church, is of more than passing interest. We think 
our A.R.P. brethren were very wise and the ma- 
jority of two to one against the merger is significant. 


The A.R.P. Church is an efficient and effectively 
running Church, It is making a great contribution 
here and abroad. Uniting with our Church would 
not have increased this contribution. On the other 
hand, inevitable submerging would have taken place 
and should further mergers take place the unique 
position of that Church would have been completely 
lost. 


Students of the ecumenical movement, and those 
who promote the organic union of church bodies, 
seem often to forget that God’s blessing is not 
necessarily upon numbers or great organizations, 
nor is it necessarily withheld from those few in 
number and weak in worldly resources. Such bless- 
ing seems inevitably to go to those loyal to His 
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Word, whose chief resource is prayer and faith in 
the power of the Spirit. 

As our brethren in the A.R.P. Church continue 
in their separate organization, co-operating where 
co-operation is indicated, but maintaining their dis- 
tinct and effective service in God’s Kingdom, we 
would wish them God’s richest blessing and an even 
greater witness for Him. 

They have set an example of clear thinking, de- 
spite pressures from within and from without. We 
do not believe this example will go unheeded. 


—L.N.B. 


The Church Of The Living 
God: The Pillar And 
Ground Of The Truth 


We live in an age when many “liberals” have 
taken it upon themselves to sit in judgment upon 
the word of God and the Faith of the Church to 
which they have solemnly committed themselves 
before God and men. Accordingly, there is a wave 
of doubt and uncertainty in many a pulpit. It some- 
times seems to us as it did to Dr. Pusey of England 
that the men of faith can always be sacrificed with 
impunity to those who have none—or at least have 
less. And so in opposition to doubt there has arisen 
in some conservative circles a demand for schism. 
We are writing to protest against both doubt and 
schism. 

God has given us both the faith and the fellow- 
ship. In the words of our theme the Apostle Paul 
recognizes that each is to help the other. God has 
ordained the Church to be the pillar and ground of 
the truth. The unbelief of smart alecks does not 
change the truth of God. He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh. God has put His Messiah at 
His own right hand and is giving Him the nations 
of the earth as His possession. A score of times in 
the primitive Christian literature Christ is spoken 
of at the right hand of God. That is, He is clad in 
all the might of the Most High and in the full 
panoply of God He is carrying on His own work 
through His Church by His Word and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Calvin said that the Church rests not on pope or 
potentate, but on this reign of the Lord Jesus Christ 
at the right hand of God. And our Book of Church 
Order, chapter II echoes the same truth. Not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the 
LORD of hosts. Not by our wealth or our wisdom, 
not by our numbers or our skill, but by the presence 
of the living God, by the call of the Great Shepherd, 
by the quickening power of the Holy Spirit. We 
have no business getting into a panic because the 
numbers on the other side seem larger. God whittled 
down the men of Gideon until there were only 300 
of them that the victory might more evidently be 
of God. Bishop Burggraav of Norway wrote from 
behind his barbed wire prison that there were two 
things for the believer to do: preach the Word and 
suffer. Let us preach the Word and trust the Lord 
to care for His Church! —Wnm.C.R. 
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God Is Not Limited 
God Is Responsible To His 


Own Character—His Character 
Is Revealed In Christ— 
Consequently, We Trust Him. 


Over against the sundry statements of a limited 
or self-limited deity, the Bible presents the living 
God who does His will in the armies of heaven and 
among men and Whose hand no man can stay. “God 
is not served by man’s hands as though He needed 
anything, seeing He gives to all life, breath and all 
things.”’ The doctrine of our Church is that God is 
“incomprehensible,” “‘almighty,” “most free,”’ “most 
absolute,” “working all things according to the 
counsel of His own will,” “alone in and unto Him- 
self all-sufficient not standing in need of any creature 
which He has made,’ and has “most sovereign 
dominion” over them. 


Side by side with these affirmations of God’s al- 
mighty power and unlimited freedom the Confession 
and Catechisms likewise assert God’s moral char- 
acter. Calvin said that the notion of an absolute or 
arbitrary power—the doctrine of the Scotists—was 
detestable. He showed that God was not apart from 
law (ex lege) but a law unto Himself. That means 
that God always acts according to His own charac- 
ter which is holy, just, gracious and good. His 
actions are the expression of His infinite wisdom 
and therefore are the opposite of arbitrariness. God 
cannot lie. Truth cannot lie. But this is a description 
of the nature of truth and of the character of God 
—not a limitation of either. 


Sometime ago President McGiffert of Union 
(N.Y.) charged us Calvinists with teaching that 
God was responsible only to his own character 
rather than being responsible to men. McGiffert 
was correct in his charge and we who are Calvinists 
still affirm that the living God is responsible only to 
His own character, that is, we reject McGiffert’s 
so-called ethical theism, or the effort to make heaven 
safe for democracy. But we remind the heaven 
assailing Titans that the character of God is re- 
vealed in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. “He 
that has seen me has seen the Father.” And we 
prefer to trust the character revealed in Christ than 
that responsible to the best human society. 


In the relationship of God and man, the Calvin- 
ists understand “that in no sense does God depend 
on His creatures, either in the order of reality or in 
the order of thought” (LeCerf). The Arminianism 
of Wesley professes, as explicitly as Calvin, the 
infinite and immutable omnipotence of God; but 
then it denies what it has just affirmed by laying 
down a philosophical concept of created liberty ac- 
cording to which the exercise of this human liberty 
produces a change in God, limiting His omnipotence. 
“Arminianism professes that God is the sole author 
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of salvation, while denying what it has just affirmed, 
by declaring that God cannot save man without the 
co-operation of his free will, which in the final 
resort, decides his own salvation” (LeCerf). Calvin 
was a Reformer with a great enough faith to hold 
both the Divine decision and the free offer of salva- 
tion to men as the Scriptures present, e.g. Mt. 11: 
25-30. But Calvin did not try the impossible task of 
reconciling the living God, in the full glory and 
sovereign grace He ascribes to Himself in the Word, 
with the fancied autonomy of man as the Enlighten- 
ment sets him forth. One’s faith can accept the all- 
suficient God of the Bible and the fallen man dead 
in trespasses and sins presented in the Word. Even 
faith cannot afhrm adequately the living God of the 
Bible and the all-suffiicient man of the Enlighten- 
ment. Get your doctrine of man as well as your 
doctrine of God from the Bible and stand to the 
faith of the Church! 

Again one may go with the Bible and hold the 
living God as most sovereign over the forces of 
nature, provided with Calvin he understand nature 
as the order established by God, and recognize that 
God is not less free to change His order for the 
salvation of sinners than we are to change the 
regular budgets of our homes to welcome a little 
stranger. Further, as Lewis and LeCerf are showing, 
we do not hold that the same “causes” produce a 
miracle at one time and not at another. We assume 
an added factor, the immediate flash of the will that 
can, in the accomplishment of a miracle. 

The captious ask why did not God make the 
world good enough in the first place that He need 
not interfere thereafter. The answer might be that 
He did, but that the creature brought in sin. With 
sin in the world the holy God might have allowed 
all things to run their course and all mankind to 


end in hell, or He might have intervened. Thanks. 


be unto God that He did so love the world as to 
give His only begotten Son for us and for our 
salvation, that God made Him who knew no sin 
to be sin for us that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him, that God both delivered Him 
up for our salvation and raised Him for our justifi- 
cation. And thanks be unto God that in giving 
Christ for us nineteen hundred years ago God has 
not done all He can for men. More than that He 
raised us sinners up with Christ, He created us anew 


“in Christ Jesus.- We believe in the power of God 


who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace that were given us in Christ 
Jesus before times eternal. 

And we cherish the blessed hope that shall be 
wrought by the same almighty power at the Coming 
of Christ in His Glory. —Wrm.C.R. 


Summary Of The Christian Faith 


According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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The 


Eighth in a Series 


Ten Commandments 


according to 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. Wm. Childs Robinson 


QO. 55. What is forbidden in the third command- 


ment? 


A. The third commandment forbiddeth all pro- 
faning or abusing of anything whereby God maketh 
Himself known. 


The word profane comes from a Latin term 
meaning forth from the fane or temple, that is, that 
which is not sacred, common, secular, or even ir- 
reverant. To scoff at God’s revelation of Himself 
in delivering Israel from Egypt, or in saving us by 
our Lord Jesus Christ is violating this command. It 
condemns all blasphemy, all profane swearing and 
cursing, all light and thoughtless use of God’s name, 


God’s House, God’s Day, and God’s Word. 


In Jesus’ time there was so much swearing in 
everyday conversation that our Lord said: “Swear 
not at all.” But He did not interpret this con- 
demnation of the misuse of the oath, as meaning 
that an oath might not be given or taken on proper 
legal occasions, 


He did not refuse to be put on oath by the high 
priest at His own trial (Mt. 26:63-64); and the 
Apostle Paul called God to witness that he spoke 
the truth (II Cor. 1:23). God Himself conformed 
His promise with an oath (Heb. 6:13). Thus, 
when a man is inaugurated as President or Gov- 
ernor, or when one testifies in court, an oath to tell 
the truth is in order. (Deut. 6:13). 


As an oath is an appeal to God, so a vow is a 
promise or engagement made to Him. Both have 
something of the nature of an act of worship. In the 
stories of Jacob and Hannah and in several of the 
Psalms there are biblical instances of vows. Our 
ordinances of baptism, our marriage obligations, our 
answers when we are ordained as deacons, elders or 
ministers are vows made to God. And as such this 
commandment forbids our taking them lightly or 
breaking them when taken. For God will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh His name in vain. 
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1951 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


In the course of our Church’s history, many Gen- 
eral Assemblies have been held. These are meetings 
of church leaders—both teaching and preaching 
elders—where significant questions are discussed 
and many important actions are taken. 


Our older ecclesiastics maintained that the first 
General Assembly ever held was the one in Jeru- 
salem, and the first report of its decisions was made 
by the historian Luke in Acts 15. 


Presbyterian church courts are not constituted in 
the manner of the Roman hierarchy with its grad- 
ations, featuring one order of clergy rising above 
another. They are rather church courts composed of 
equals, although there is a subordination due to the 
rank of the court. Dr. Peck has expressed the idea 
thus: “The subordination is not that of inferior 
officers to superior, but of a smaller body to a larger 
body of officers of the same order—the smaller con- 
stituting a part of the larger.” 


The 91st General Assembly of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church convened in the First Presby- 
terian Church of Orlando, Fla., Thursday, June 7, 
1951. Dr. Marshall C. Dendy is the esteemed pas- 
tor of this Church, He was a gracious and thought- 
ful host. 


Pre-Assembly Conference 
On Evangelism | 


Under the direction of Dr. Howard H. Thomp- 
son, Director of the Division of Evangelism, a pre- 
Assembly Conference dedicated to the cause of 
evangelism was held in the afternoon just prior to 
the opening of the Assembly. A™fair-sized group of 
commissioners attended this gathering. Short ad- 
dresses were given by ministers in our Church who 
have had first-hand experience in visitation evan- 
gelism., 

Dr. Thompson sounded a strong challenge for a 
more vigorous effort in the field of Christian evan- 
gelism. He defined evangelism as “any testimony 
borne to another by another to make Christ known 
and accepted.” Stressing that “the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the one glorious hope for our tragic and 
broken world,” he then asked: “Are we Christians 
taking our responsibilities seriously in our day?” 


Dr. Thompson’s report revealed some embarrass- 
ing facts in our denomination. He declared that “in 
these fateful days in which we are living, approxi- 
mately one-third (more than 1,000) of our churches 
report no one received on profession of faith in 
Christ, yet the fact remains that if all of our people 
possessed a great spirit of concern, there probably 
would not be a Church without its convert.”’ 


Quoting from the stated clerk’s office, the speaker 
continued by disclosing the fact that during the 
church year just closed—1950-51—there were 29,- 
219 additions to the Church on profession of faith. 
The total additions by the three ways in which we 
receive members were 76,536. This is an all-time 
high number of new converts. 


The principal speaker for this Conference on 
Evangelism was Rev. Charles B. Templeton. Mr. 
Templeton was born in Canada. He was well- 
known in Canada as a newspaper sports cartoonist 
for a syndicate of 24 papers. After serving with 
Youth for Christ, he became pastor in the City of 
Toronto, where he had phenomenal success in 
reaching the unreached. After three years in Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, he was ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., as an evangelist. Re- 
cently he has been appointed first evangelist of: the 
National Council of Churches, 


Mr. Templeton began his address by asserting: 
“Our world stands in doubt and indecision today, 
looking at two ‘Upper Rooms.’ One is a second- 
story flat in London, England, where Karl Marx 
wrote Das Kapital. The other is the famed Upper 
Room in Jerusalem where Jesus sent His disciples 
into the world with His Gospel. 


“There is no choice,” Mr. Templeton went on, 
“the Church must rediscover the revolutionary 
character of its message or lose by default to Com- 
munism. A flaming evangelism must characterize 
the Church in the months and years ahead. There 
are 70,000,000 people in America who belong to no 
church. Only 25 percent of the 85,000,000 who do 
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belong to churches are worshippets In 
simple truth, the Communists are winning because 
they are out-consecrating us. It is the scandal of this 
generation that Communism is the strongest in na- 
tions where once Christianity was the established 
religion.” 

Mr. Templeton indicated the emergence of new 
emphases in evangelism and enumerated them as 
home evangelism, educational evangelism, and call 
evangelism. He also took notice of the fact that 
every major denomination today has employed a 
full-time secretary of evangelism. 


This conference was one of the finest things that 
took place at this meeting of the Assembly. Many 
ruling elders as well as ministers resolved to go back 
to their local churches and do a better job in wit- 
nessing for Christ. 

The Opening Night 

The opening service began with a sermon by Dr. 
B. R. Lacy, Jr., retiring moderator, Dr. Lacy used 
as his subject: ‘““The Priesthood Of All Believers.”’ 
His text was: “But ye shall be named the Priests of 
the Lord: men shall call you the ministers of our 
God ... ” Isaiah 61:6. 

Dr. Lacy declared that during his year as mod- 
erator he had been impressed by the fact that the 
world needs three things, committed in a special way 
to the Reformed Church, of which our Southern 
Presbyterian Church is a part. The first is the doc- 
trine of God’s sovereignty, the second is the doctrine 
of God’s grace. For the third he used as his theme 
the doctrine of the universal priesthood of believers. 
He stated that the third doctrine is rooted in and 
springs from the second of these doctrines. 


Once accepted and put into practice by believers, 
this Reformed doctrine, said Dr. Lacy, is capable of 
transforming individuals and nations, He further 
afirmed that it would destroy dictatorships in 
church and state and lay the basis of representative 
government in both. Referring to this doctrine in 
history, Dr. Lacy observed that its application has 
produced many martyrs. “It is the Reformed 
Church above all other bodies which produced 
martyrs for the Christian faith,” he maintained. Dr. 
Lacy closed by challenging the adherents of the Re- 
formed faith to assume their priestly functions. 


The moderator’s sermon was Scriptural, timely, 
and practical. There was only one statement in the 
entire message that called forth our dissent. Dr. 
Lacy referred to Isaiah as “a prophet of the exile.” 
This notion is contrary to the historic interpretation 
of the greatest of the evangelical prophets. 


The Election Of New 
Moderator 


After the Assembly was constituted by the prayer 
offered by Dr. Joe Overmeyer, of Charleston, W. 
Va., the names of four commissioners were placed 
in nomination for the moderator’s chair. Dr. W. H. 


McCorkle, of St. Louis, Mo., nominated Dr. James 
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L. Fowle, pastot of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Dr. McCorkle urged the elec- 
tion of Dr. Fowle on the basis of his remarkable 
success as a pastor and his tremendous contribution 
to the life of the entire Southern Presbyterian 
Church. This nomination was seconded by Dr. R. 
T. L. Liston, president of King College, Bristol, 
Tenn. Dr. Liston said: “Let’s put this responsibility 
into the hands of one who has proven to be a great 
leader.” 


Dr. P. D. Miller, pastor of the Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., nominated Dr. 
J. Ross McCain, president of Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Ga. Dr. Miller enumerated the many fine 
accomplishments of Dr. McCain, but stressed the 
fact that never in the history of our Church has a 
women’s college had a representative to serve as a 
moderator, and declared that the election of Dr. 
McCain would be a tribute to the womanhood of 
our Church, This nomination was seconded by Rev. 
Paul H. Moore, of Kings Mountain Presbytery. 


The name of Dr. William M. Elliott, pastor of 


_the Highland Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, 


Tex., was placed in nomination by Dr. George H. 
Vick, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, W. Va. Dr. Vick informed the As- 
sembly that Dr. Elliott is now serving the largest 
Presbyterian Church in the South, and that further- 
more he has a grip on the young people of our 
Church as no other man in our Assembly. Dr. P. B. 
Hill, pastor emeritus of the First Presbyterian 
Church, San Antonio, Tex., seconded Dr. Elliott’s 


nomination. 


Dr. R. H. McCaslin, pastor of the Park Lake 
Presbyterian Church, Orlando, Fla., was nominated 
by Dr. Alton Glasure, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, St. Petersburg, Fla. Dr. Glasure 
pleaded for the nomination of Dr. McCaslin on the 
basis of his ability to serve, his fairness, and the 
locality from which he comes. He reminded the As- 
sembly that in all the history of our Church, Florida 
has had only one moderator, Dr. Dan. T. Caldwell, 
of the Synod of North Carolina, seconded this nom- 
ination. Dr. McCaslin then came to the pulpit and 
asked that his name be withdrawn. He stated that 
in the event of his election, he would not be able to 
serve during the year as he was engaged in a build- 
ing program. The Assembly granted his request. 


The first ballot gave Dr. Fowle 112 votes, Dr. 
McCain 174, and Dr. Elliott 134. On the second 
ballot, 412 votes were cast, Dr. McCain receiving 
245 and Dr. Elliott 167. Dr. Fowle then made the 
motion and was seconded by Dr. Elliott that Dr. 
McCain be elected unanimously. This motion was 
carried. 


The next day, Dr. McCain asked the Assembly 
to elect a co-moderator to serve with him and sug- 
gested that Dr. Fowle, of Chattanooga, Tenn., be 
the one to serve in this new capacity. The Assembly 
acceded to Dr. McCain’s request and Dr. Fowle 
was unanimously elected as “‘joint-moderator.” 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Dr. James Luther Fowle, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., was named 
joint moderator of the 91st General Assembly of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in a precedent- 
setting action. 


Ordained into the Presbyterian ministry in 1923, 
Dr. Fowle was first pastor of the Central Presby- 
terian Church of St. Louis, Mo., then came to his 
present pastorate in Chattanooga. 


Among his activities in the Church have been 
such services as moderator of the Presbyteries of 
St. Louis and Knoxville, moderator of the Synod of 
Appalachia, chairman of Religious Education of the 
Synod of Appalachia since 1937, commissioner to 
the General Assembly in 1928-31-38-43-44-51. 


One of Dr. Fowle’s outstanding services to the 
Church is the part he has played in the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress, serving as chairman of the 
Executive Committee since 1948. 


Author as well as pastor, Dr. Fowle’s So Many 
People, published in 1943, proved an outstanding 
religious best seller and was used as a study book 
for home missions throughout the Church. 


Born in Washington, N. C., October 14, 1897, the 
son of Samuel Richardson and Mary Payne Fowle, 
he is a graduate of Randolph Macon Academy, 
Davidson College, Johns Hopkins University, Union 
Theological Seminary, Princeton Seminary, and has 
received degrees from Davidson, Westminster Col- 
lege, and the University of Chattanooga. His wife, 
Katharine Ferguson Fowle, is deceased, and he has 
one daughter, Mary Payne. 


OF THE MODERATORS 


James Ross McCain, retiring president of Agnes 
Scott College, has been elected moderator of the 
91st General Assembly of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church. He is also chairman of the General 
Council of the Church. 

The opening session of the Church’s highest 
court began Thursday, June 7. Dr. McCain was 
elected moderator Thursday night immediately 
after the sermon of the retiring moderator, Dr. Ben. 
R. Lacy, president of Union Theological Seminary. 

Dr. McCain was listed this year as one of the 
South’s foremost leaders by the magazine, Dixie 
Business. (The Journal, May 16, 1951). 

Chairman of the Program of Progress plan from 
1947 to 1949, a member of the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union of the Assembly, 
a member of the Committee on Overseas Relief, 
1942-49; chairman of the Board of Visitors for 
Educational Institutions, 1943-49; moderator of 
the 1941 Synod of Georgia, moderator of Atlanta 
Presbytery, 1936, 1937, and clerk of the session of 
the Decatur Presbyterian Church since 1919, Dr. 
McCain’s activity has ranged throughout many 
areas of the Church. 

He was born near Covington, Tenn., April 9, 
1881, the son of John I. and Lula Todd McCain. 
His father was a professor in Erskine College for 
49 years, from which institution Dr. McCain se- 
cured his B.A., M.A. and LL.D. degrees. (Other 
degrees include LL.B., Mercer University; M.A., 
University of Chicago; Ph.D., Columbia University; 
LL.D., Davidson College, Emory University, Tulane 
st and the University of Chattanooga, 

enn. 

He married Pauline Martin in 1906. They have 
three sons and three daughters. 


The Elders’ Fellowship 
Breakfast 


One of the highlights of this Assembly meeting 
was the Elders’ Fellowship Breakfast which took 
place Saturday morning at 6:45 o’clock. It was the 
sixth occasion of this kind. —ITwo hundred and 
twenty ruling elders were present. The principal 
address was given by Cameron D. Deans, the asso- 
ciate director of Men’s Work in the Board of Edu- 
cation. Mr. Deans used as his subject: ““The Work 
Of The Church—Whose Responsibility?” In pre- 
senting this message, he raised three questions: 
first, what is a leader? second, how are our leaders? 
and third, what are some of the characteristics of 
leadership ? 


In answering these questions he said: “A leader 
is one who is out in front, one who paves the way.” 
He answered the second question by declaring that 
“our leaders are the 55,000 ministers, elders and 
deacons.” The third question was answered by the 
statement that leaders should possess consecration, 
information, and a willingness to witness. He affiirm- 
ed that “consecration is not an attribute of person- 


ality; it is a reflection of the inner life.”” He further 


averred that a leader must be well-informed to be 
an effective witness. He closed on the high note of 
Christian witnessing. 


Reports Of Ad Interim 
Committees 


The first of the Ad Interim Committees to report 
was on the question of optional study of Hebrew. 
The 1950 General Assembly received an overture 
from the Presbytery of East Alabama requesting 
that Hebrew be made an optional course for study 
by candidates for the ministry in all of our theo- 
logical seminaries. ‘The Assembly appointed an Ad 
Interim Committee to study the advisability of 
amending our Book of Church Order so as to make 
the study of Hebrew optional. Dr. Charles E. S. 
Kraemer, the chairman of this Committee, reported 
that long and thorough study had been made on this 
subject and recommended that no change be made 
in the requirements for the Book of Church Order. 
His committee also recommended that the theolog- 
ical section of the Presbyterian Education Associa- 
tion be requested to seek ways by which the teaching 
and learning of Hebrew can better prepare: our 
theological students to interpret and proclaim the 
Word of God. Rev. George Smith, of the Presby- 
tery of Atlanta, opposed the committee’s report. 
Rev. Robert Boyd, of the Presbytery of Mecklen- 
burg, spoke for the report. The committee’s report 
was adopted by a large majority. 


Dr. A. J. Kissling, the chairman of the Ad 
Interim Committee on Co-operation in Publication 
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of Church Hymnals, stated that two meetings had 
been held with a number of the churches of America 
holding the Reformed faith in regard to this joint 
publication. He recommended that this Ad Interim 
Committee be continued and that it, with the Board 
of Education, be authorized to appoint an editorial 


committee which shall proceed immediately in co- 
operation with the United Presbyterian Church, the 
Reformed Church of America and other such bodies 
as are prepared to proceed to co-operate in publish- 
ing a joint hymnal. This report was adopted. 

(To Be Continued Next Week) 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 1 


REV. JI. KENTON PARKER 


The Worth of the Indtvidual 


Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27; Matthew 8:1-4; 
12:9-13; 18:1-6, 12-14; I Peter 1:17-19. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalm 8. 


God made bigger things than man, but He made nothing more valuable. In Psalm 8 we find the writer 
looking at the moon and the stars and asking the question, What is man that thou art mindful of him? The 
moon and the stars are big and glorious as they shine in the sky. When we turn our eyes to the earth and 
look at man, so tiny in comparison with these heavenly bodies, we, too, would like to ask why God thinks so 


much about man. Why has He given His Revela- 
tion, and His Son, to us? The Psalm partly answers 
the question, First, God made man but little lower 
than Himself (“than God,” see R.V.) This corre- 
sponds to the description of the creation of man as 
we find it in Genesis, which we will take up later. 
Then according to this psalm and Genesis, God 
made man a king, with dominion over the other 
creatures. Man is then a spiritual being and a mon- 
arch, Man is also the chief exponent of the excel- 
lence and glory of the Creator. All of God’s crea- 
tures glorify their Creator, but man as the highest 
of these creatures, brings the greatest glory to the 
One Who made him. He made all things for His 


own glory. The chief end of man is to glorify and- 


enjoy Him. How can we do this? By loving Him 
and doing what He commands. 


We turn now to the study of the selections for 
today, each of which adds to the thoughts of 
Psalm 8. 


I. The Creation of Man. 
Genesis 1:26-27. 


1. Man is the last and greatest of all the things 
that God made. In the first part of this chapter we 
are told of all the other good things which He cre- 
ated and made. Then God said, Let us make man. 


2. He was made in the image, or likeness, of God. 
This image was not physical, of course, but spir- 
itual, for God is Spirit, and has not a body like 
man. This likeness was in knowledge, righteousness 
and holiness. 


3. Man was to have dominion over all other crea- 
tures. He was to be the “monarch of all he sur- 
veyed.” God placed man in a beautiful home—the 
Garden of Eden, and his work was to dress it and 


keep it, 
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The worth of a thing is often based on three 
facts: (1) The person making it, (2) the character 
of the thing made, and (3) the position, or place, it 
will occupy, or the use to which it will be put. 
When we measure man by these three rules we find 
that in the eyes of God he is of tremendous value. 
God made him; He made man in His own image; 
He set him in a position of power. 


Il. The Healing of Men. 
Matthew 8:1-4; 12:9-13. 


The worth of anything we own is shown by the 
trouble and expense we are willing to go to in order 
that it may be repaired. For instance, if a farmer 
has a valuable piece of machinery and it gets out of 
fix, broken, or gummed up with dirt, he will not 
throw it in the junk pile, but will spend money and 
effort getting it in running shape again. (I have 
just taken my typewriter to Charlotte to have it 
overhauled). If a man owns a $10,000 horse and it 
gets sick he will go to almost any expense to have it 
cured, 

Now Jesus spent a good deal of time and trouble 
in healing—repairing, if you please—the diseased 
and broken bits of humanity which He found as He 
went about “doing good,” healing all manner of 
sickness and disease, and casting out devils. He did 
this for broken-down bodies, and more particularly, 
does it for sin-sick souls, 


The first man was a leper. There were some, no 
doubt, like the scribes and Pharisees, who would 
have said, He is not worth much, all permeated with 
this loathsome disease ; he is ready for the scrap pile; 
he is not worth patching up; let him go. Jesus 
thought otherwise. ‘The poor leper was worth much 
in His eyes; He graciously cured him, and we feel 
that His touch reached the soul as well as the body 
of this outcast of society. 
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The second mati was the man with the withered 
hand. Such a man, in the estimation of men of the 
world, is not worth much. He is a burden, rather 
than an asset, and the sooner he is gone, the better. 
There were those who thought that the Sabbath 
Law was more valuable than a man of this sort. It 
was true that they would pull a sheep out of a pit 
on the Sabbath: a sheep was worth money: but this 
man was worthless, so they seemed to think. 


Jesus asked a heart-searching question: How 
much better is a man than a sheep? A sheep is worth 
money ; a man’s worth cannot be estimated in dollars 
and cents. We, today, are making the same tragic 
blunder that these men made in Jesus’ day. We are 
putting more value on “sheep’—material possessions 
—than we are on men and women. What difference 
does it make to the dealer in strong drink that men 
and women and children are ruined so long as his 
pockets are full of money? What is the argument 
used to license liquor stores? Is not the main argu- 
ment one of revenue for the state? 


III. The Worth of a Child: 
Matthew 18:1-6; 12-14 


“One of these little ones.’”’” Who is the most 
valuable, the President in the White House, or any 
little child in the humblest home? We know what a 
President is worth, or at least, what it takes to keep 
him in office, but who can estimate the value of a 
little child? Caesar was on the throne when Jesus 
was born, but the Babe of Bethlehem was worth far 
more than a thousand Caesars, When we gaze into 
the faces of these “little ones” we are looking at the 
most precious things in the world, for who knows 
what plans God has for a little child. Pharoah’s 
daughter, when she looked at the weeping babe in 
the ark of bulrushes, was gazing into the face of the 
future leader of Israel, and the greatest man in the 
Old Testament, if not the greatest man in the world. 


We will have to become like these little ones if 
we are to enter the kingdom of God; like them in 
their humility and dependence upon God, and our 
willingness to accept what He gives to us. 


What a blessed and comforting thought in verse 
14! Not the will of your Father in heaven that one 
of these little ones should perish. No! They are too 
valuable, and the Kingdom will be full of children: 
around the throne of God in heaven, thousands of 
children stand! 


What a tragic mistake governments, and some 
parents are making when the children are neglected. 
Ex-president Hoover was right when he said that 
the most terrible loss in Europe was not the men 
killed and wounded on the battlefield, but the chil- 
dren whose bodies would be dwarfed, and minds 
and souls warped and twisted. The children of today 
will be the men and women of tomorrow, and the 
fate of the world will be in their hands, as far as 
human hands can control the destiny of the world. 
God is Sovereign: He is on the throne, and even the 
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wrath of man can be made to praise Him. But this 
does not lessen the sin and guilt of those who are 
abusing and neglecting these little ones. 


IV. The Redemption of Man: 
I Peter 1:17-19 


How much is a kidnapped child worth to his 
grieving and distracted parents? How big a ransom 
are they willing to pay in order that their beloved 
child may be restored to them? What is a man will- 
ing to pay to redeem what he has left in the pawn 
shop? If the article is of no value, he will probably 
not bother to redeem it. 


When man sinned and fell, and was lost in sin, 
sold in slavery, how much was God willing to pay 
for his redemption? Would He offer a million 
dollars, or a silver mine? 


The case is somewhat different, we know, for 
there was much more involved. In fact, there was 
but one way to purchase man’s redemption. We feel 
sure that this was the case, for if there had been 
another way, surely God would not have chosen the 
most costly method. The bitter cup would not have 
been pressed to the Saviour’s lips, if some other way 
could have sufficed. The price of our redemption 
was the precious blood of Christ—His death—His 
life poured out in sacrifice. Judged by the price God 
was willing to pay, man must be worth a great deal 
in the sight of God. 


When you wish to estimate the real value of: man, 
go to Calvary, instead of Creation. Redeemed men 
will bring even greater glory to God than created 
man. “Redeeming Grace” is the crowning glory of 
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Two songs will 
be sung in Heaven; one giving glory to the God 
Who creates and rules; the other, “new song” 
glorifying Him as Redeemer. If one individual is 
worth so much, how about all mankind? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR JULY 1 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, 


America The Beautiful ? 


Introduction 


As we move into the month of July and celebrate July 4, our minds and hearts naturally turn to our great 
country of America. Perhaps our minds turn to America in just the way that is indicated in our topic above. 
We think in America, and our hearts say, “America the Beautiful,” and then our minds think of some other 
things about America and there is a question mark in our minds and in our hearts, and we say: “America the 


Beautiful?” This program is designed to remind us 
why there is a question mark and how it can be re- 
moved and become an exclamation point. The words 
of our topic, of course, remind us immediately of 
Kathyrn Lee Bates’ stirring hymn, “Oh Beautiful 
For Spacious Skies.” Let us examine America’s 


beauty and what has marred that beauty by looking 


at the themes of each stanza of the hymn in the light 
of a reference from the Word of God. 


The Scripture Lesson 


I Our Glorious Heritage 


a. The Beauties of Our Nation—Psalm 48 :12-14. 
In 1893 Kathyrn Lee Bates stood at the summit of 
Pikes Peak in Colorado and viewed the “far expanse 
of mountain ranges and sea-like sweep of plains,” 
and as she did the opening words of this hymn came 
to her mind. Based on the Biblical text of Psalm 
48 :12-14, which was the call of the Psalmist to the 
people of Israel to consider the beauties and glories 
of their land, Miss Bates wrote this wonderful 
hymn. When you and I read the words of this hymn 
and consider the natural resources of our land, we 
truly are conscious that God has blessed this great 
land of ours from sea to shining sea with untold 
wealth of natural beauty and material resourses, and 
anything that is wrong with America is our fault 


and not God’s fault. 


b. The Blessing of Our Freedom — Galatians 
5:13-15. In the second stanza Miss Bates pays 
homage to those great pilgrim fathers of ours who 
beat a thoroughfare through the wilderness that you 
and I might enjoy freedom. We have enjoyed our 
freedom in America, but I am wondering if we have 
been careful to keep the advice of the Apostle Paul 
concerning our Christian liberty. The recent Kefau- 
ver investigation into crime, the recent scandal in the 
RFC investigation, the recent expose of the basket- 
ball bribes, the moral investigation of many of our 
political leaders, and the all-time high crime rate in 
America indicate that the rank and file of our 
people have not used their freedom for the good of 
all but have used their freedom as the occasion to 
the flesh and to selfish interest. Freedom in itself is 
no guarantee of the kind of life we will have. Free- 
dom is an opportunity. If we use the opportunity to 
love and serve one another, it can make the highest 
and best life the world has ever known. If we abuse 
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our freedom to indulge our selfish interests and 
desires at the expense of others and in defiance of 
the Law of God, then freedom can lead us into 
corruption and tyranny as bad as the Russian kind. 


c. The Glory of Our Heroes—Hebrews 12:1-2. 
The third stanza of the hymn pays tribute to our 
great heroes in the strife. As we look back upon our 
American heroes, we recognize that the best in them 
is the same as the best we see in the great heroes of 
the Faith in Hebrews 11. Therefore, the heritage 
that they have handed on to us inspires us to take 
up the torch of freedom and go forward for America 
until every gain shall be divine. 


d. The Goal of Our Dreams—Micah 4:2-5. The 
last stanza of the hymn was inspired by Miss Bates’ 
visit to the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 
1893, which was the first great World’s Fair. Miss 
Bates was very impressed by the “white city.” It was 
indicative of the kind of America that man could 
build with the powers being placed in his hands by 
the great Industrial Revolution. America has a 
dream of a world of peace and prosperity with 
plenty for all. Today our dreams have come tumb- 
ling down around our ears and science has led us to 
become captive to the fear of the atomic bomb and 
the H-bomb. We must look again at the vision of 
the world that can be. Here there is peace and 
prosperity, freedom from want, freedom from fear, 
and freedom to walk with God, for all. Our dream 
for America is simply the dream of the prophets of 
old, one version of which we have in the fourth 
chapter of Micah. 


II. Our Urgent Responsibility— 
Proverbs 14:34; Zephaniah 2:1-2. 

As we look back upon the life of America and see 
how far we have come, and yet how many undesir- 
able things have come along with us, we realize that 
God was absolutely correct when He said, “Right- 
eousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach unto 
any people.” As we behold America the Beautiful, 
and then think of some of the unbeautiful things in 
America, we realize that only as.the Christians of 
the Church of God live consistently the principles of 
their Faith, can the ugly things be removed. The 
main line of these Christian principles is summed up 
in the advice of Zephaniah to God’s people of old. 
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a. Seek fellowship with God—God is the sover- 
eign of the universe, and as Benjamin Franklin said 
in the Continental Congress: “If no sparrow can 
fall to the ground except God knoweth it altogether, 
it is certain that no nation can rise to enduring 
strength and live apart from His blessing.’”’ We can 
never fully make America what it ought to be until 
our people are willing to seek the fellowship of God 
and walk in a way pleasing to Him. 


b. Seek honesty toward others—We are very 
conscious, right now, that the people of America as 
a whole have not been too much concerned with 
absolute honesty and fairness. They have not asked 
the question “Is it honest?” but they have asked the 
questions, “Is it legal, and can I get by with it?” 
We must drive down again the foundation principle 
of being honest in all of our dealings. 


c. Seek humility among all—America has had 
such wonderful growth and progress that we have 
become a proud and arrogant people, and now in 
the days when we wish to be friendly with the other 
nations of the world, we find our pride and arrog- 
ance have alienated many of them and have made 
others suspicious in their approach to us. Pride goeth 
before a fall, and a haughty spirit before destruc- 
tion. We are what we are by the grace of God; 
therefore, we should humbly trust in God and 
humbly approach all men. 


SUGGESTIONS 
Use the Scripture above in your program and have 
someone read each stanza of the hymn and the 
Scripture lesson, and then follow with a little talk 
on its significance. This study can be very helpful 
and can be worked into your program wherever vou 


think best. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES — MINOR 
PROPHETS, V ol. I $3.50, Vol. II $3.50, Vol. III 
$3.50, Vol. IV $3.50, Vol. V $4.50 by John Calvin. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


No Bible student who desires to make a thorough 
study of the Minor Prophets can afford to neglect 
Calvin. For nearly four centuries Calvin’s Com- 
mentaries on the Minor Prophets have been the 
favorite guide of many of the greatest preachers. 
Each of these Commentaries is lucid and at the 
same time remarkably thorough. Calvin’s main aim 
is to explain the meaning of the writer. He does this 
carefully, chapter by chapter and verse by verse. 


The first Volume is a running exposition of 
Hosea. Calvin calls our attention to the fact that 
Hosea delivered his message especially to the king- 
dom of Israel. “For then the whole worship of God 
was there polluted nor had corruption lately begun; 
but they were so obstinate in their superstitions that 
there was no hope of repentance ... When such 
perverseness became intolerable, God resolved to put 
forth His power and He gives some signal of proof 
of His displeasure that the people might at length 
repent. Hence, Jehu was by God’s command an 
ordered king of Israel that he might destroy all the 
posterity of Ahab but he also soon relapsed into the 
same idolatry. He executed God’s judgment. He 
pretended great zeal but his hypocrisy soon came to 
light for he embraced false and perverted worship 
and his followers were nothing better, even down to 
Jeroboam under whom Hosea prophesied.” 


With such a condition Calvin quotes Hosea as 
saying in effect, ““Ihis people are an adulterous race, 
all born, as it were, of a harlot. The Kingdom of 
Israel is the filthiest brothel and now I will re- 
pudiate and reject them and no longer own them as 
my children.” 


With this thesis set forth Calvin proceeds to 
interpret the message of the prophet to Israel. 


Much difference of opinion has prevailed on the 
subject of whether or not the prophet actually took 
a harlot for a wife. Many have held that it was a 
real transaction. Basil, Augustine, Jerome and The- 
odoret entertained this interpretation. Calvin differ- 
ed with this view. He felt that this instance must be 
interpreted somewhat as a parable “or this similitude 
that the people might see as a living portraiture their 
turpitude and perfidiousness. It is, in short, an ex- 
hibition in which the thing itself is not only set 
forth in words but is also placed, as it were, before 
their eyes in a visible form. The reason is added 
‘For by wantoning hath the land grown wanton.’ ” 
He expresses the same idea in another lecture in this 
way, ‘““We now then understand the true meaning of 
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this verse to mean that the prophet did not marry a 
harlot but only exhibited her before the eyes of the 
people as though she were corruption born of putri- 
fied masses of figs.” 


As we follow Calvin in this Volume we will be 
impressed with the propensity of human nature to 
fall into idolatry, and the amazing power and blind- 
ing effect of false religion. 


The Second Volume deals with Joel, Amos and 
Obadiah. The translator of this volume has called to 
our attention that one of the most remarkable things 
about Calvin as an expositor is his unvarying atten- 
tion to the context. ‘““This was his polar star which 
enabled him to steer clear and safe through many 
intricacies and ambiguities as to the meaning of 
particular words and even of sentences. His first 
object seems to have been to ascertain the general 
drift of a passage or a chapter and his next to 
harmonize the several parts. There are many words 
which have various meanings and the surest way of 
ascertaining their meaning in any given sentence is 
to inquireswhat comports with the context. ‘There is 
indeed no other way by which we can make a choice 
when a word admits different senses, Probably no 
commentator has ever paid so much attention to this 
canon of interpretation as Calvin did, The ground 
on which he almost at all times rejects a sense given 
by others to words of sentences is, that it does not 
suit the place or to adopt an expression he frequently 
uses and it does not square with the passage.” 


These lectures were delivered extempore and were 
taken down by those who heard them. We now have 


- them as they taken down and afterwards corrected 


by Calvin. Such procedure naturally involves some 
repetition but such a handicap is more than compen- 
sated by the freshness and the spontaneity of Calvin’s 
extempore expressions, 


The third volume discusses the messages Jonah, 
Micah, and Nahum. The main object throughout 
was to exhibit the genuine sense and design of these 
three sacred writers. It is well to point out that 
Calvin considered the book of Jonah to be a plain 
narrative and that no part is supposed to have been 
written in the style of poetry except the prayer in 
the second chapter. He has little patience with those 
who would have us to believe that Jonah is either an 
historical allegory or a parable or a dream or a 
moral fiction or something else still more absurd. 
Calvin believed that the Bible is a book of miracles 
as well as of prophecies and to divest it of its 
miracles is an attempt to divest it of one of its 
distinctive properties. 


Volume four examines the prophecies of Habba- 
kuk, Zephaniah and Haggai. This volume is another 
exhibition of the solemn judgment possessed by Cal- 
vin and how he exercised it in the fear of God and 
with prayer for His guidance and direction. Calvin 
pointed out that Daniel who lived before these three 
prophets had foretold what was to happen until the 
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coming of Christ and that his book is a remarkable 
mirror of God’s providence. He believed that the 
Lord raised up Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi as 
three witnesses to confirm the predictions of Daniel. 
At the close of this book we find the translation of 
Calvin’s version of each of these three prophets. 


Volume five contains expositions of Zechariah and 
Malachi together with tables and indices to the 
whole work on the Minor Prophets. The high merits 
of Calvin’s exegetical skill found in other volumes 
are also evidence in this one. Those who possess a 
taste for divine truth and who “seek to understand 
what they read and to desire to be fed by the sincere 
milk of the word will through a blessing from above 
be abundantly compensated by a careful perusal of 
Calvin’s comments.” 


The remarkable thing about this entire set on the 
Minor Prophets is that Calvin has succeeded in ex- 
plaining the Minor Prophets in such a manner that 
the ordinary person can understand the messages 
and yet, at the same time, the most learned can gain 
new insights. As we study these volumes we are led 
to believe that one of his contemporaries was correct 
in saying that God had given the spirit of inter- 
pretation to Calvin in a greater measure than to all 
others. Calvin expounds and illustrates the text in 
such a manner that its meaning is left “fixed and 
riveted on the mind.” —John R. Richardson. 


CHURCH NEWS 


MINISTERIAL RECORD 


Ministerial Necrology 


The reports from the presbyteries indicate that 
the following ministers have passed away since the 
last meeting of the General Assembly: 

Bain, F. M.—Wilmington. 

Barbee, T. M.—Missouri. 

Barr, W. S.—Nashville. 

Bourne ,G. T., D.D.—Florida. 

Brown, Cecil M.—Nashville. 

Brown, R. H. M.—Mecklenburg. 

Byrd, S. C., D.D., LL.D.—Congaree. 
Chiphe, Dzandira, Jr.—Central Louisiana. 
Clarke, A. H., D.D.—Greenbrier. 

Doty, A. F.—South Carolina. 

Fraser, A. H.—Mecklenburg. 

Gage, D. S., D.D., LL.D., Ph.D.—Missouri. 
Graham, H. Tucker, D.D., LL.D.—Pee Dee. 
Green, James E.—Memphis. 

Guthrie, J. E.—Roanoke. 

Hannah, Joseph E,—Atlanta. 
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THE BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
AND 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF | 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


take pleasure in announcing the consolidation of their audio-visual libraries, effective June 
1, 1951. 


All filmstrips, slides and 16mm motion pictures previously distributed by the Board of World 


Missions, Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee, will now be distributed from: 


AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS SECTION — PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORE 
8 North Sixth Street — Richmond, Virginia 


Among these films are: 


CONGO'S TOMORROW: 16mm sound motion picture in color recently produced by the 
Board of World Missions on their work in the Belgian Congo. It is 30 minutes in length and 
rents for $6.00 plus postage. 


MISSION TO MEXICO (tentative title): 16mm sound motion picture in color, also being pro- 
duced by the Board of World Missions showing their work in Mexico. 


Tentative release date: January 1, 1952. Rental has been set at $8.00 plus postage. Write to: 


Audio-Visual Aids Section, Presbyterian Book Store, 8 North Sixth Street, Richmond 9, Virginia, 
for further information on world mission films, filmstrips, and slides, as well as information on 


other general and special filmstrips, slides, and films. 


Irons, A. G., D.D.—Birmingham. 
Johnson, J. G.—Nashville. 

Kennedy, B. D., D.D.—Western Texas. 
Kirker, George H.—East Mississippi. 
Liddell, M. Clifford—Southwest Georgia. 
Long, Byron B.—Ouachita. 


Lowe, R. Girard, D.D.—Central Mississippi. 


Mason, George F.—East Arkansas. 
McDonald, W. T.—East Hanover. 
McGill, Stephenson W., D.D.—Nashville. 
McLaughlin, H. W., D.D.—Lexington. 
Moore, B. B.—Ethel. 

Moore, George O.—Western Texas. 
Morgan, John W.—Potomac. 

Morrison, Robert S.—Norfolk. 

Morton, Taylor—Cherokee. 

Murrav, W. A.—Winchester. 
Patterson, S. J., Sr., D.D.—East Arkansas. 
Reynolds, W. D., LL.D., D.D.—Norfolk. 
Riddle, Robert L.—Potomac. 
Robertson, Ivanhoe—West Hanover. 
Sapp, Samuel Edwin—Orange. 

Scanlon, D.H., Ph.D., D.D.—Granville. 
Sheffer, George W.—Atlanta. 
Simonton, R. W., M.D.—Nashville. 
Trousdale, O. M., D.D.—New Orleans. 
Viser, J. H., D.D.—Enoree. 

Walker, J. M., D.D.—Mecklenburg. 
Way, E. W., D.D.—Suwannee. 
Wilkinson, D. F., D.D.—Louisiana. 
Williams, E. W., D.D.—Paris. 


MINISTERS ORDAINED 
Allison, James A.—Abingdon. 
Anderson, E. H.—Abingdon. 
Anderson, James E.—Augusta-Macon. 
Barlow, Stanley—Holston. 
Beale, Warren W.—Brazos. 


Benz, Charles C. Jr.—St. Johns. 
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Blain, J. Stanton—Winchester. 
Bluford, Robert, Jr.—Montgomery. 
Bobb, Donald F.—Greenbrier. 
Boyce, James R., M.D.—St. Johns. 


“ Bradford, Robert C.—Winchester. 


Bright, Stanley—Washburn. 
Browne, Clyde G.—Piedmont. 
Browning, Charles W., Jr.—Piedmont. 
Cappel, Sam S.—Holston. 
Carr, S. Waccace—Athens. 
Carty, W. D.—Kings Mountain. 
Chestnutt, J. C.—Southwest Georgia. 
Clark, M. Graham, Jr.—Lafayette. 
Coppock, J. S.—Southwest Georgia. 
DeKruyter, John—Louisville. 
DiGiacomo, John N.—Upper Missouri. 
Dow, Norman D., Jr.—Central Tex. 
James P.—St. Louis. 

urway, Malcolm B.—New Orleans. 
Ehlers, Emmett A.—New Orleans. 


Eslinger, Troy R.—Lexington-Ebenezer. 


Faison, Georgia T.—Western Tex. 
Fisler, John F.—East Alabama. 
Flaniken, Ernest H.—Lexington. 
Foley, Thomas W.—Lexington. 
Foster, H. C.—Dallas. 


Fountain, W. Maynard, Jr.—Asheville. 


Frederick, John A.—Upper Missouri. 
Gardner, Alvin A., Jr.—Atlanta. 
Gess, Paul W.—Abingdon. 

Golden, Edward S.—tTransylvania. 
Grissett, John E.—Lexington. 
Grubbs, Henry A.—Western Texas. 
Gunn, George W.—Athens. 

Haley, John—dAtlanta. 

Hardin, James H.—Paris. 

Hawkins, James R.—E] Paso. 
Hayter, J. T.—Wilmington. 

Hill, H. Keith—Southwest Georgia. 
Hobbie, Wellford—Roanoke. 
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Houston, Julian Lee—Transylvania. 

Hoyt, S. Browne, Jr.—Abingdon. 
Humphrey, Edward Joseph—East Hanover. 
Hutcheson, Jesse R.—Roanoke. 

James, Joseph W.—Transylvania. 

Jennings, C. Wesley—Orange. 

Kennedy, Jac .—Augusta-Macon. 

Legerton, Fitzhug —Atlanta. 

Lingle, Clarence A.—East Hanover. Clinton, S. C. Box E Marshall W. Brown, President 
Long, George W., Jr.—Cherokee. 


Manning, Fred E. Jr.—Bluestone. 

Matthews, James D.—Athens. Walker, Robert M.—Mangum. | 

McCormick, Edward M.—New Orleans. Warren, Thomas B.—Memphis. 

McDaniel, Faries J.—Brazos. Whiteley, G. P.—Montgomery. 

McKinney, Richmond—Dallas. Whitworth, Forrest K.—Durant. 

McMullen, Robert J., Jr.—Bluestone. Willard, Glenn M.—Missouri. 
Williams, Roger E.—Tuscaloosa. 
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illi Max—E lab 
Wilson, John M.—Central Mississippi. 
,H | ingard, George T.—Washburn. 
Mollinson, Howatt Mecklenburg Wood, Miles Co Athens. 


Moore, David T.—E] Paso. Young, Bailey D.—Fayetteville. 


Park H., Jr.—Ki Mountain. 
W._—Western Young, Troy Allen, Jr. (col)—-Winston-Salem. 


Nexbit, Kirk N.—Savannah. 
Newell, Samuel W., Jr.—Pee Dee. MINISTERS RECEIVED FROM 


Park, Russell W., Jr. —Harmony. OTHER DENOMINATIONS 


Parsons, V.—Ouachita. 
Agnew, David T.—Presbyterian, U.S.A., Upper 


Price, Robert Earl—Brazos. 


idgen, John B., Jr.—A ta-M . Missouri. ; 
‘Mocrilt_El Penal Alexander, Theron—Presbyterian, U.S.A., Florida. 
Punt, Harry N.—Abingdon. W., M.D. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., 
Raborn, Willi R.—Lexi -Eb , est Hanover. 
William H., Pesington David H. W.—Presbyterian, U.S.A., West 
R , Willi McD.—K ille. anover. 
H. Robert S. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., 
Reiley, William R.—Paris. otomac. 
Reinhold, Robert W.—St. Johns. ee R.—Presbyterian Church of Scotland, 
Renegar, D. Edward—Louisville. Costanzo, Michael R. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., 
Rogers, Wallace A.—wNorfolk. Muhlenberg. . 
Schmoyer, Richard W.—Meridian. = ——— J. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., Upper 
Secrest, Leroy V.—Southwest Georgia. — Donald &. Presbyterian, U.S.A., Ashe 
Sengel, William R.—Montgomery. _ Dorris, William Glenn—Methodist, Augusta-Macon. 
Smythe, William S., Jr.—Norfolk. a Benjamin F. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., 
Stebbing, Franklin H.—Brazos. ‘Edw. h 
Stonebraker, J. W.—Southwest Georgia. Cware Orthodex Presbyterian, Bers 
Strickland, Eugene—Red River. Huntsman, W. L.—Reformed Church of America, 
Summers, Richard L.—New Orleans. Louisville. 
Talbert, Archibald McD.—Western Texas. Jones, Edward H. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., Norfolk. 
Taylor, Alfred Graham—Suwannee. Kepler, Raymond F. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., Con- 
Terrell, James M.—Cherokee. cord. 
Thomas, Daniel R., Jr.—Lexington-Ebenezer. = Malcoln B. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., Nash- 
Titsworth, Lem—Brazos. 
Toms, Russell David—St. Johns. en Leland H. — Presbyterian, U.S.A., St. 
Tucker, Grayson L., Jr.—Lexington-Ebenezer. - 


Walker, Frank B., Jr.—Western Texas. Lynt, Benjamin A.—Presbyterian, U.S.A., Potomac. 


PELOUBET'S SELECT NOTES FOR 1951 


By M. SmiTH 


This is the seventy-seventh annual volume-of this finest and best known lesson commentary, giving a 
comprehensive insight into the Holy Scriptures studied and stimulated effective use of this knowledge. 
The book is equipped with maps and full-page reproductions of famous paintings in color, illustrations 
in the text, and an exceedingly valuable bibliography and index, making the volume complete in every 
respect. Price $2.75. Order from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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